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REPORT AGENDA ITEM 11  

 

LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL  
HIGHWAYS FORUM FOR CHARNWOOD 

 
12TH JULY 2011 

 
ROAD SAFETY IN LEICESTERSHIRE – 2010 

 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND 

TRANSPORT 

 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. The report Road Safety in Leicestershire 2010 has been produced primarily 

to provide an up-to-date record of casualty data for Leicestershire, to 
demonstrate performance against the 2010 targets and look to the future.  
Appendix A is a summary. 

 
Background 
 
2. The third Leicestershire Local Transport Plan 2011 – 2026 (LTP3) was 

adopted as County Council policy and published in April 2011. 
 
3. The anticipated Government strategy relating to road safety is due to be 

published in spring 2011. 
 
4. The report Road Safety in Leicestershire 2010 is available on the County 

Council’s web site at (www.leics.gov.uk/casualtyreport) and paper copies 
will be available at the Forum meeting. 

 
Conclusions 
 
5. Leicestershire has a record of casualty reduction for total casualties which in 

recent years is at least as good as, and often better than national trends.  All 
3 national targets for 2010 have been exceeded and all 4 local LTP2 targets 
have been either achieved or exceeded.  However, we must not be 
complacent. 

 
6. Whilst much has been achieved, there are challenges ahead and, as we 

face them, the development of our third Local Transport Plan (LTP3), 
published in April 2011, will ensure that our actions are focused on key 
outcomes. 
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7. In addition, we will continue to develop our overall approach to road safety 

by responding to the anticipated Government strategy relating to road safety 
due in spring 2011. 

 
Officer to Contact 
 
Steve Karkowski Tel: (0116) 305 7097 
Email: steve.karkowski@leics.gov.uk 
 
Background Papers 
 
The Leicestershire Local Transport Plan 2011 – 2026 
Road Safety in Leicestershire – 2010 
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APPENDIX A 
Road Safety in Leicestershire 2010 – A Summary 
 
How did we do in 2010? 
Chapter One provides detailed casualty figures for 2010 by travel mode, age of 
casualty, road class, urban and rural environment, district or borough area and 
contributory factor.  Although there are fluctuations year on year for each of these 
groupings the overall trend is more significant and longer term comparisons show 
encouraging reductions.  For example, 

• Total casualties in 2010 are 39% less than a peak in casualties in year 
2000. 

• 2010 continues 10 years of sustained casualty reduction each year. 
• 2010 saw the second lowest number of recorded road deaths since our 

current records began in 1979 (2009 was the lowest).  
 
In March 2000, the Government launched its national road safety strategy 
incorporating casualty reduction targets to be achieved by the end of 2010.  
These targets for killed and seriously injured (KSI) casualties, child KSI 
casualties and slight casualties have all been exceeded.  We also report 
progress up to 2010 for 4 targets for our second Local Transport Plan (2006 to 
2011 - LTP2).  These targets have also been achieved or exceeded.   
 
Details are provided of how we compare nationally and how we compare within a 
panel of 16 comparator local authorities.  Overall, Leicestershire has a record of 
casualty reduction which stands favourable comparison with national trends. 
However, our progress in reducing overall KSI casualties has been disappointing 
when compared with that of some of our comparator authorities.  A KSI 
performance indicator has therefore been included within LTP3 to focus attention 
on this concern as strategy develops over the coming year. 
 
 
What lessons can be learned? 
Chapter Two looks in more detail at pedestrian and cycling casualties.  The rate 
of casualty reduction is decreasing for both groups and on current trends, 
numbers may soon level out at about 175 pedestrian casualties and 150 cyclist 
casualties each year. 
 
Most pedestrian and cyclist casualties are recorded in urban areas where the 
speed limit is 40 mph or less.  Nearly half of all pedestrian casualties were under 
the age of 21 and over a third were age 0 to 16 with 60% of all pedestrian 
casualties being male.  Nearly half (48%) of cyclist casualties are under age 30, 
and a quarter of cyclist casualties are age 0 to 16, with 83% of all cyclist 
casualties male. 
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Under our LTP objectives we will be seeking to encourage active and sustainable 
travel and a safe environment for those who are able to walk and cycle more is 
essential. 
 
 
What did we do in 2010? 
Chapter Three provides a summary of the work undertaken in the financial year 
2010/11 in accordance with our Local Transport Plan strategy. This work is 
valued at approximately £1.3 million and included: 

• Providing a safer road environment - by improvements in road planning, 
safety audits, road maintenance and engineering schemes. 

• Managing speed - by use of appropriate speed limits, safety cameras, 
vehicle activated signs, school 20mph zones, speed awareness courses 
and community speed watch. 

• Improving safety for vulnerable road users – including children, 
pedestrians, cyclists, older people, and motorcyclists by means of 
education, training and publicity. 

• Encouraging safer driving - by means of safe driver courses for young 
and old drivers, by driver improvement courses for those who might 
otherwise be prosecuted for driving without due care and conducting road 
safety publicity campaigns using radio, leaflets and posters. 

 

Chapter Four provides examples of engineering solutions at two locations, the 
“A606 Leesthorpe Bends” and on the A50 / A511 at junction 22 M1.  These 
schemes illustrate that either too little or too much visibility can cause accidents. 
In addition to engineering measures we are also trying to expand our 
understanding of the behaviour of certain road users.  Activity such as the 
“Rucksack Initiative” will increase our understanding of adult cycling in 
Leicestershire.  We are also expanding the reach of road safety by utilising 
school crossing patrols to assist in the promotion of road safety at their schools, 
in particular pedestrian training and cyclist training. 
 
Looking forward, what do we need to aim to do in the future? 
Chapter 5 looks ahead to the forthcoming national road safety strategy and the 
development of our recently published (third) Local Transport Plan. 
 
Accident reduction for all modes is slowing down.  Accidents reduced by 131 
between 2006 and 2007, 100 between 2007 and 2008, 88 between 2008 and 
2009 and 23 between 2009 and 2010.  So we cannot be complacent. 
 
In April 2009, the previous Government published a consultation document “A 
Safer Way”, which set out draft casualty reduction targets to 2020.  The Coalition 
Government has yet to move this forward, but in its White Paper published in 
January 2011 it has indicated that it will publish its strategy in the spring of 2011.  
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In the absence of published national guidance, we aim to focus on all injury 
casualty reduction but to also give due weight to KSI casualty reduction.  
Therefore, we intend, at least initially, to use the following target to monitor the 
effectiveness of our road safety strategy:   
 
Using the 2004-08 average as a baseline, we will: reduce total casualties on our 
roads by 33% by 2020 from 2652 to 1777.  In addition, as performance indicators, 
we will use the following: reduce killed and seriously casualties (KSI) on our roads 
by 40% by 2020 from 286 to 172 and reduce slight casualties by 32% by 2020 
from 2366 to 1605. 
 
By making the most effective use of our existing assets, data and experience, 
within the framework of LTP3, we can be confident that further casualty 
reductions can be achieved. 
 

Overall Trends  

Figure 1 compares national casualty reduction trends with those in Leicestershire 
and shows good progress in recent years. 
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Figure 1 Comparison of Total Casualties indexed to 100 in 2000 

 
 
 
Targets 

Table 2 shows that within Leicestershire, all three national targets have been 
achieved in 2010.  More details can be found in Appendix A of the main report.  
2010 figures for Great Britain are 1 October 2009 to 30 September 2010 as more 
recent information is not currently available. 
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 Target 2010 (%) 2010 Outcome (%) 

Casualty Great Britain Great Britain Leicestershire 
Target 

Achieved? 
KSI -40 -47 -42 Exceeded 
Child KSI -50 -62 -67 Exceeded 
Slight -10 -39 -42 Exceeded 

Table 1 - National Targets 

 

We also report progress up to 2010 for 4 targets for our second Local Transport 
Plan (2006 to 2011 - LTP2). All targets have been achieved or exceeded as 
shown in Table 2. Targets shown with (*) are targets based on three year 
averages. 

 

 2010 Actual 
Figure 

2008 – 10 (3 year 
average) 

2010 
Target 

Target 
Achieved? 

KSI (*) 238 251 251 Achieved 
Child KSI (*) 14 15  16  Exceeded 
Motorcycle KSI (*) 54 51 53  Exceeded 
Slight 1878 N/A 1935 Exceeded 

Table 2 – Local Transport Plan Targets 
 
Leicestershire Casualty Figures 

Total casualties reduced by 39% between 2000 and 2010, an average of 4% a 
year. 
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Figure 2 – Casualty Trends 

 
Compared with 2009, the number seriously injured in 2010 decreased by 12%, 
and slight casualties decreased by 3%.  However, fatal casualties increased by 
8% over the same period.  Details can be seen in Table 3. 
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In 2010, there were 34 fatal accidents resulting in 39 deaths (including 1 child 
death). 10 of the 39 deaths occurred on the motorway and trunk road network 
and 29 on local roads.  2010 saw the second lowest number of recorded road 
deaths since our current records began in 1979 (2009 was the lowest). 
 

Casualty 
2000 2009 2010 

2010 % change 
from 2000 

2010 %change 
from 2009 

Killed 55 36 39 -29 8 
Serious 305 227 199 -35 -12 
Slight 3104 1945 1878 -39 -3 
Total 3464 2208 2116 -39 -4 
KSI 360 263 238 -34 -10 

Table 3 – Casualty Numbers    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Borough and District Council Information 
 
This section examines casualty data for all roads in Leicestershire, including motorways 
and trunk roads by its 7 District or Borough Council areas. Figure 3 shows percentage 
casualties with percentage road length by borough or district shown in brackets  
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Figure 3 
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Table 4 shows that although there are fluctuations in the progress made by 
different districts the overall trend is more significant and the comparisons 
between 2000 and 2010 for all districts show encouraging reductions.  More 
information on casualties by district or borough council can be found in Appendix 
H of the main report.  
 

Casualties by District 
or Borough 

2000 2009 2010 
2010 % 
change 
from 2000 

2010 % 
change 
from 2009 

Blaby 564 389 393 -30 1 
Charnwood 715 453 469 -34 4 
Harborough 452 334 315 -30 -5 
Hinckley & Bosworth 581 315 267 -54 -15 
Melton 259 189 194 -25 3 
North West 
Leicestershire 726 394 350 -52 -11 
Oadby & Wigston 167 134 128 -23 -4 
Totals 3464 2208 2116 -39 -4 

Table 4 
 


